Runoff on susceptible terrains that is not associated with adequate drainage causes soil erosion, as gullies. Gullies and drainage continue to be major issues in reclamation projects since soil erosion can be reactivated after the application of recovery measures. This paper describes a low-cost project framework for macrodrainage for a gully in Nazareno (MG, Brazil) to provide support to gully management and recovery. We used a simple methodology with the application of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and concentrated hydrologic and hydraulic models (freely available softwares). The basin has steep slopes (8 to 20%) and the water flows mainly to the northwest, which contribute to exacerbate erosion problems. We studied the effect of environmental conditions on different simulations to elaborate a drainage system project using the free software tools. Therefore, the findings of this paper can aid gully management and recovery for this and other areas with similar issues.
Introduction
Erosive processes in agricultural areas resulting from runoff misdirection have been the focus of several studies [1] [2] [3] . The lack of an adequate drainage system, mainly on unpaved roads, is one of the main factors that cause water erosion in these areas [4] . According to [5] , erosion associated with runoff on unpaved roads generates large environmental impacts, making the development of prevention and control strategies necessary. Even the embankments constructed within roads play an important role in sediment yield and runoff concentrations [6] .
Gullies are a complex type of water erosion and originate when some critical point among the environmental characteristics, such as precipitation, runoff concentration, relief, soil types and the actual land use, is exceeded [7] . It is still a challenge to determine which of the environmental factors are predominant in the enlargement or connections of gullies and how gully reclamation could become convenient and reasonably feasible [8] .
The results of research [7] have indicated that directing water flow is crucial in minimizing the concentration of surface runoff and the formation and development of gullies. Directing water flow together with additional measures, such as constructing vegetated channels, planting vetiver grass [7] , or reclamation techniques with mulch applications, for example, proved to be efficient in reducing the amount of water flow and transported sediments [9] .
As shown by [10] , there are many cases in Brazil in which erosive processes are reactivated specifically due to the lack of proper water flow conveyance. In this context, free software, such as the ABC 6 (Complex Basin Analysis) hydrologic simulation model [11] and the channel scaling system (Channel) [12] , can assist in the planning and preliminary design of restoration projects for degraded areas that involve drainage systems. If applied properly, combining correct land management practices and other policy actions, information generated by models could reduce soil losses considerably in the future [13] .
The objective of this study was to develop a proposal for macrodrainage as an initial concept for a low-cost project through the use of the two software tools discussed above, which were applied as part of a case study of the Cravo Stream gully (Nazareno-MG). This area was chosen because there is a lack of studies regarding its surface water drainage and because Nazareno is an example of how land uses influence soil erosion in a susceptible environment, similar to other cities in Brazil [14] .
Materials and methods
The Upper Rio Grande River Basin (Minas GeraisBrazil) and more specifically the city of Nazareno are regions of high susceptibility to erosion, especially gully type erosion ( Fig. 1) [14] . It is possible to identify approximately 96 gullies in the city and its surroundings [15] . The soils of the region are naturally susceptible to erosion (mainly Cambisols that originated from the weathering of granite-gneiss). Land uses, such as mining, overgrazing and construction of unpaved roads with poor drainage conditions, among others, are still considered factors in the acceleration of these erosive processes and are major contributors to their reactivation [14] [15] [16] .
The region of Nazareno-MG is located in the transition between the Atlantic Forest and the Cerrado. Pastures occupy a large part of the municipal area and the use of the land for pastures changes the soil properties, including reductions in soil quality, in the absence of proper management. The predominant soil types in Nazareno are Red-Yellow Latosols, Red Latosols and Cambisols. The Cambisol are the most susceptible to erosion and are primarily associated with the intensive use of pasture areas [17] .
According to [18] , the regional climate is characterized by an average annual rainfall ranging from 1530 mm (series from 1961 to 1990) to 1460 mm (series 1991-2004) . The winters are considered dry and the summers are rainy and humid (Cwa -Köppen classification). According to these authors, there was an average evapotranspiration of 956 mm with an annual water surplus of 587 mm and a deficiency of 30 mm during the period between 1991 and 2004.
Among the erosion features existing in the city, we chose the Cravo Stream gully because of its location between the rural and urban areas of Nazareno-MG and because its origin, similar to other gullies, is directly linked to improper drainage management and the consequential alterations in the water-soil dynamics associated with nearby roads [14, 15] . Moreover, landslides occurred within the gully in 2012 following reclamation activities that had been conducted along the gully, indicating that this dynamic was still active and causing instability within the gully.
Slope and flow direction maps were prepared at a scale of 1:50,000 in ArcGIS 10.1, using the SF-23-X-C-I-2 topographic map [19] . We used free hydrologic simulation software for the study of surface runoff conditions: Decision Support System for Flood Wave Analysis in Complex Basins, sixth version (ABC 6) from the Support Systems for Decisions in Water Resources Engineering and Environmental Engineering Laboratory (LabSid) at the Polytechnic School University of São Paulo (USP-SP) [11] .
The Soil Conservation Service (SCS) method (United States Department of Agriculture) was used with the ABC 6 software for calculating excess rain from the hydrogram considering 30-minute discretization intervals and varying the return period for 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years considering a first-order basin. This method allows for assigning the variables identified in the field using the variables of the Intensity-Duration-Frequency (IDF) equation for Barbacena-MG, a city near Nazareno, and the Curve Number (CN) values.
The average CN of the basin was calculated based on information about the study area (land use and soil type) and considering the average soil moisture conditions. The IDF equation values, as well as the average CN, were obtained using the original data embedded in the software. A land use map of the Cravo Stream gully contributing basin was prepared as part of the evaluation.
Finally, we evaluated the characteristics of the free-flow conductors and the runoff activity among them using free Canal (Channel) software for dimensioning from the Research Group on Water Resources at the Federal University of Viçosa [12] .
The steeper slopes in the gully area were used in this study considering minimal intervention in the terrain conditions. We tested channel construction hypotheses (circular and trapezoidal, as examples of the construction of channels with minimal use of heavy machinery) to evaluate the surface runoff system and its velocity using alterations in the drainage characteristics, such as coverage (to evaluate the roughness coefficient with or without vegetation), slope and the dimensions of the drainage, to simulate different project possibilities.
Results and discussion
The steepness classes identified for the Cravo Stream Basin are shown in Fig. 2 . The slopes are predominantly from 8 to 20% in the area (56.5%), followed by a steepness class that includes slopes ranging from 3 to 8% (22.6%). Note that the area corresponding to the Cravo Stream gully has slopes between 20 and 45%.
It has been verified that the flow of surface runoff (Fig. 3 ) is predominantly directed toward the northwest (NW), followed by the west (W). Observations of the Cravo Stream gully indicate that its location is maintained in these two directions, i.e., the gully is receiving the flow concentrations from the highest area and road located in the basin (northwest direction) as well as the side road (westbound). These runoff directions contribute to intense soil removal. As discussed by [15] , improperly conducted soil uses, e.g., roads compacted without a proper drainage system near the head of gully's drainage area, exacerbate the problem because they intensify the flow concentrations that are naturally converging toward the gully.
Considering that the terrain has favorable conditions for the concentration of flow, a theoretical study of the water supply based on projected rains that have a specific probability of occurring in the area was performed using ABC 6 software. Fig. 4 presents the three major land uses (obtained from field campaigns in 2013 and using ArcGIS 10.1) in the Cravo Stream gully contributing basin that were used to estimate the CN values from the values directly tabulated in the software and data used in the software for the SCS method (Table 1) .
Thus, we obtained the maximum flow and runoff information based on hydrologic simulation performed in ABC 6. The return periods that were considered are commonly used for small-scale drainage projects together with consideration of other values for general evaluation and security (Table 2 ). These estimates indicate that a large water load is mobilized toward the Cravo Stream gully. When combined with the steep slopes, this water load attains sufficient velocity and strength to break up the soil particles, which are already under high erodibility conditions especially in areas where the Cambisol is exposed. This soil is easily transported because it does not have sufficient cohesion to resist erosion and is characterized by a high degree of weathering with a predominance of kaolinite [14, 15] .
It is emphasized that the values found with ABC 6 (SCS method) were originated from approximations and have associated uncertainties. The parameters may not represent exact values in situ and the hydrologic formulations have limitations. Nonetheless, it would be necessary to reduce water load contribution and water velocity so that the water could enter drainage channels on the sides of the gully with less force. A viable proposal would be to make use of the land area less susceptible to erosion and with lower infiltration rates to slowly absorb a considerable amount of water at the head of the Cravo Stream gully (Latosols) in the early stages of runoff.
Thus, the construction of a subsurface drain or an infiltration trench at the head of the gully is proposed to reduce runoff and dampen its peak input in the gully region to minimize erosion (Fig. 5) . Table 3 summarizes the primary cases evaluated in our study based on the circular-type and trapezoidal-type channel parameters considered for the project proposal.
In simulations with design flows having lower or higher return times, it has been observed that a surface with a very high roughness coefficient would be necessary to maintain a non-turbulent flow in circular channels. The cases in our study with roughness coefficient closest to reaching these high values were Cases 1, 3 and 4 (Table 3) ; however, the flow rate of the water would greatly increase (close to 1 m.s -1 ) in each case, and maintaining a non-turbulent flow would only be possible by maintaining dense coverage in the channels. [20] showed that the Manning roughness coefficient can be increased with a dense cover, such as straw, which would also reduce the runoff velocity. All simulations with circular channels were performed with an average steepness of the study area. As such, the channel configuration alteration in conjunction with slope changes was studied in addition to verifying the relationship between the channel roughness and flow rate (Table 3) . There is a relationship between the channel roughness, the slope and the runoff velocity. As the channel roughness increases (covering), there are more possibilities to build a channel in a more inclined location while maintaining the same flow velocity.
For the Cravo Stream gully, for example, this alternative would avoid an excess of soil movement and landscape alteration, and this measure would be compatible with that needed for gully recovery. Fig. 5 shows the design of an initial drainage system project for the Cravo Stream gully, in Nazareno. The main focal points of the design are the collection and infiltration of water that is directed to the north, thus reducing the water supply that would be directed to a channel (circular or trapezoidal), which would be oriented in the area in a southeast-northwest direction. To avoid the higher expenses associated with slope adjustment for the construction of the channel, it should be lined (rocks, vegetation, or combination of both) to establish an appropriate roughness coefficient, decreasing the velocity and energy with which the water encounters the soil particles, thereby reducing the removal and transport of the Cambisol (more susceptible to erosion ground). This type of initial project design is necessary because it helps in reducing the costs and effort associated with earthwork. 
Conclusions
Simple hydrologic and hydraulic simulations with available free software are interesting tools to analyze surface runoff and compose a drainage project concept that can reduce the erosive processes by reducing the velocity of water droplets and their impact on the soil and thus aid in gully management and recovery. We recommend the elaboration of the extensions of these models for integration with GIS softwares to improve the methodology presented here.
It is possible to verify and confirm the accuracy of this usage of free softwares with in situ measurements and monitoring of rain, runoff volume and flow rate. Furthermore, we suggest more studies of native vegetation parameters, such as the vegetation's capacity to trap sediments or its Manning roughness coefficient, to present better alternatives to cover water channels.
Macrodrainage system projects for gullies using free software could reduce losses to landowners or municipalities that do not have the financial resources for this type of work, as in much of the city of Nazareno and the Upper Rio Grande River Basin. More efficient erosion control is possible with a few but correct actions in a drainage project.
